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CURRENT STATUS OF RENAL REPLACEMENT
THERAPY IN AN ACUTE CARE HOSPITAL

HIROTO OSAKABE
Department of Urology, Kochi Medical School, Kochi University, Kochi, Japan

Abstract

According to the latest national statistics on chronic dialysis therapy as of the end of 2023Y, 36,115
patients initiated renal replacement therapy (RRT) with a mean age of 71.6 years. In our hospital, 21
patients started dialysis in 2024 with a mean age of 73 years. Peritoneal dialysis accounted for 24% of
these cases, exceeding the national average”. As of the end of 2023, the total number of dialysis patients
in Japan reached 3435087, equivalent to approximately one in every 362 citizens. The annual number
of kidney transplants remains around 1,600—2,0002>, but aging and donor shortages continue to limit
this treatment option. Access surgery for both hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis remains essential,
and maintaining surgical expertise is of critical importance. Our hospital provides comprehensive
management, including vascular access creation, dialysis initiation, and complication treatment. We
present our clinical experience as a reflection of the current landscape of RRT in Japan at the dawn of a
new era. (Nishinihon J. Urol. 88 301-302, 2026)
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