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THE SLOPES AND CLOUDS OF URINARY STONE TREATMENT ~
THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA: UPDATE ON LASER LITHOTRIPSY TECHNOLOGY

MASAICHIRO FUJITA

Hara Genitourinary Hospital, Hyougo, Japan

Abstract

Endoscopic therapy for urolithiasis has been progressed by the evolution of laser and endoscope tech-
nology. The Holmium:yttrium-aluminum-garnet laser (Ho: YAG laser) has been in use for approxi-
mately 20 years and is still the current standard of care in Japan. Not only current Ho: YAG laser is
enhanced in output and pulse, but also new laser technologies including Thulium fiber laser (TFL) and

Thulium YAG laser (Tm: YAG laser) are in practical use.

(Nishinihon J. Urol. 86 : 197-198, 2024)
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