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CONDITIONS FOR PATIENT ACCOUNTABILITY

KEIJTI HASEBE
Aoi Law Office, Osaka, Japan

KEIJTI HASEBE
Sousei Hospital, Osaka, Japan

Abstract :

Informed consent refers to the "consent”" that a patient gives after receiving a full explanation from a
physician, and its essence is the exercise of the patient's right to self-determination in the form of con-
sent. In order to help patients exercise their right to self-determination, physicians are required to be
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"accountable" for their actions.

In principle, the treatment method subject to the physician's accountability is the standard treatment,
and even when explaining the latest treatment method, the physician must explain it while comparing it
with the standard treatment.

However, this alone is not sufficient; it is necessary to prove that the patient understood the expla-
nation. For this purpose, "questions the patient asks after the explanation" and "anxieties the patient
expresses after the explanation” or other "items that a third party, such as a judge, could determine that
the patient would have understood the doctor's explanation if they had been noted" must be elicited from
the patient and entered in the medical record.

These descriptions are difficult to be completed only by the physician's medical record, and it is impor-
tant to supplement these descriptions by nursing records and other co-medical records.

(Nishinihon J. Urol. 85: 330-340, 2023)

key words: Pacient accountability, Informed consent, medical record




