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HOUSE CALLS BY UROLOGISTS AT MITOYO GENERAL HOSPITAL :
REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE UROLOGICAL SUPPORT

DAISUKE YAMADA, HIROFUMI TAKEMARU, NOBUKI HAY ASH]I,
AKIHIRO MORI anp KATSUTOSHI UEMATSU

Department of Urology, Mitoyo General Hospital, Kagawa, Japan
AKEMI HARA ano MORITO NAKATSU

Department of Community Medicine, Mitoyo General Hospital, Kagawa, Japan

Abstract:

Mitoyo General Hospital is an acute—care hospital located in the western part of Kagawa Prefecture,
where medical care is also provided during home visits from the perspective of comprehensive community
care. The Urology Department also provides medical treatment during home visits for end-stage urological
cancer patients and for patients requiring specialized urinary tract catheter management. We examined the
current status of such visits for patients who were visited by urologists between January 2008 and December
2018. During the target period, a total of 62 patients, 43 males and 19 females, were provided with home
visits. As for the location of the patients, 29 male patients (67%), and nine female patients (47%) were visited
in their own homes. Among the male patients, the most common underlying diseases were cervical spinal
cord injury and other neurological disorders in 18 patients, followed by prostate cancer in 17 patients and
other malignant tumors in eight patients. Among the female patients, malignant tumors were treated in eight
patients, urolithiasis in six patients, and neurological diseases in five patients. Since it is a national policy to
reduce the number of hospital beds and to promote home-based medical care, the flow of patients receiving
home visits is expected to accelerate even more in the future as part of a policy of comprehensive community
care. It will be necessary for the urology departments of local hospitals to expand both the content of medical
treatment and the physical area covered by medical treatment when the hospitals are located in areas where
the population will decline in the future. Among these measures, medical treatment provided during home
visits and home-based treatments are expected to play an important role.

(Nishinihon J. Urol. 82 : 434-438, 2020)
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